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Being, and implored him to be born for the deliverance
of the earth *Visjjinu thereon was pleased and promised <
to grant his request" Here ate mentioned ^the fou^r
names of Vishnu which are invested with special mean-
nigs among the Vaishna\as, ms , Vasudeva, Sankar-
shana, Pradyumna and Amrudhha, from the last of
whom is said to ha\e been born Brahma, the creator
himself The Devanshis and the Gandharvas were
astonished and did not know, it is said, with whom
Brahma heldcconverse, and Brahma explained to them
what had happened

But a different and somewhat quaint account of
Vishnu's incarnation is to be found in Chapter 197 of
the Adi Parva It is probably the earlier version and
preserved in the Mahabharata b} accident or by a feeling
of reverence foi old texts in the same mannei as other old
texts alieady referred to have been saved The story
is well worth giving in full Vyasa explains to king
Drupada how the five Pandavas can marry one single
<AVoman The gods once performed a sacrifice at
which the god of death officiated as the Sharnitia (killer)
Mortals consequently did not die and multiplied im-
mensely Indn and others being afraid went to
Prajapatf and said " We are afraid of men for, there
is now fto difference between mortals and immortals "
Prajapati replied "When the god of death will finish
his work he will destioj men " Indra went to see
the sacrifice and on the way saw a golden lotus coming-
down the Ganges Wishing to know whence it came,
he went to the source and saw a beautiful woman
weeping anc|standing in the stream to take water Her